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SUB J : INTERNATIONAL AFAR EXPEDITION 

REF: STATE 232419 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . DR. DON JOHANSON CALLED ON CHARGE OCT 13. SAID HE HAD 
ARRIVED IN ADDIS OCT 1 1, AND THAT GRAY WAS ALSO HERE. 
REMAINING MEMBERS OF HIS TEAM. HOWEVER, WITH EXCEPTION OF 
ONE STUDENT HERE FOR OTHER PURPOSES. ARE NOT NOW BEING 
BROUGHT INTO COUNTRY PENDING lOHANSON'S ASSESSMENT OF SITUA- 
TION WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO SECURITY PROBLEMS. JOHAN- 
SON APPEARED BE OPEN-MINDED ON SUBJECT AND GIVE CLEAR IMPRES- 
SION HE WAS FULLY CONSCIOUS OF POTENTIAL PROBLEMS. SAID 
EPMG MINISTRY OF CULTURE HAD APPROVED EXPEDITION AND THAT 
VARIETY OF ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS PREVIOUSLY LEFT HANGING, 
HAD NOW BEEN RESOLVED. 

2. CHARGE URGED JOHANSON NOT TO UNDERTAKE EXPEDITION THIS 
YEAR. ALL AVAILABLE INFO INDICATED CONSIDERABLE UNREST 

IN GENRAL AREA OF DIG, PRESENCE OF ARMED BANDS, REPORTS 
OF CLASHES WITH ETHIOPIAN ARMY AND ROVING ISSA TRIBES- 
MEN IN DIG AREA WHICH NORMALLY INHABITED BY AFARS. 

TIGRE PROVINCE AND EVEN NORTHERN WOLLO PROVINCE WERE 
SCENES OF CONSIDERABLY MORE INSURGENT ACTIVITY THAN 
LAST YEAR, "DANAKIL THREE" HAD SET OFF INTO INSURGENT 
CAPTIVITY FROM SERDO (ALTHOUGH WE DON'T KNOW WHERE THEY 
WERE CAPTURED) AND TFAI ITSELF WITH ITS POTENTIAL FOR 
TROUBLE WAS NOT FAR AWAY. EQUALLY OF CONCERN WAS THAT 
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MEANS OF COMMUNICATION AND FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES 
WOULD BE INCOMMUNICADO MOST OF THE TIME. FURTHER, 

WITH LIGHT PLANES CURRENTLY GROUNDED INCLUDING OUR OWN, 

AND AIRCRAFT OF GOVT-OWNED CHARTER AIRCRAFT COMPANY, 

ADMAS, MOSTLY DEADLINED, POSSIBILITIES FOR CONTACT BY 
AIR WERE GREATLY DIMINISHED THIS YEAR. ONLY RELIABLE 
TRANSPORTATION WOULD BE EXPEDITION'S OWN LANDROVERS 
WHICH EASILY SUBJECT TO INTERDICTION BY HOSTILE FORCES 
AND WHICH THEMSELVES WOULD BE TEMPTING TARGETS FOR ROVING 
ARMED BANDS. 

3. JOHANSON SAID HE APPRECIATED OUR VIEWS, AND WOULD 

BE MAKING HIS OWN PERSONAL RECONNAISSANCE TO TENDAHO/MILE/DUBTI AREA 
NEARBY. HE WILL LET US KNOW HOW HE COMES OUT. 

TIENKEN 
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